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Sir THOMAS BODL 


SOMETIME .Y 


1 Queen ELIZABETH 


1 Agent in HOLLAND, 
ö : To a Great Privy Counſillor, concerning 4 
] ZNGLAND and the STATES General, 
| Their entring upon a Treaty of PEACE with 


PHILIP King of SPAIN. 
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Sir THOMAS BODLEY, K. 


SOMETIME 


"Qu ELIZABETH 8 
Agent in HOLLAND. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


Pon the receipt of your Yeſterſtay 8 La | 
ter, I have fought among my Pa ers, 

0 wherewith to ſerve your 2 12 8 

turn, Oc. 


To give your Lana 


Satixfaftion, as 


A 2 oF GENE ä 
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GENERAL STATES grounded their unwil- 
lingneſs to hearken to a Treaty, I have here- 
with ſent unto you the Printed Anſwer of the 
States to the Circles of the Empire, Anno 1590: 
the Propoſition of the Baron de Reid: the Em- 
peror's Ambaſſador, together with their An- 
ſwer, in the Year 1592: the Project of a Let- 
ter, which I meant to have ſent to Bruſſels 
to the Ambaſſador of the Emperor, if your 
Lordſhip for reſpects had not thought it bet- 
ter to ſuppreſs it: Erneſtus's Letter to the 
STATES, perſuading an Accord, with their 
Anfwer thereunto in the Year 1594. In thoſe 
Propoſitions and Letters is all contained in ef- 
ect that could be then produced, for making or 
marring a Peace with the SPANIARDS. 
Firſt, For PEACE is alledged, the gene- 
neral Defire of the Princes in Europe; the con- 
tinual unchriſtian Effufion of Blood; the De- 
ſolation and Ruin of the States of both Par- 
ties, through the unſpeakable ſlaughter of 
their People and Subjects; the intolerable 
| Annoyance of all their Neighbour Countries; 
the notorious Diſorders and Calamities in War; 
| the grievous Impoſitions of new Taxes and 
Tallages; the Wearineſs of Spain, 4 WO: 


Thirſt after Reſt; whereby the STATES might 
ſtand aſſured of good performance of Conditi- 
ons; the uncertain Events of Exploits in the 
Wars; and the Curſe hereafter that their Chil- 
dren might give unto their Parents, for for- 
feiting by Rebellion their Antient Immunities. 


The STATES have urged on the other fide, 
for continuance of the WARS, the Cruelty, 
Pride, and Barbarous Carriage of the Spaniard, 
alike with them [in the Low Countries | as in 
the Indies, and in all other Places; the Exam- . 
ples of the Frauds, that they have heretofore 
uſed in all their Compoſitions ; the Treache- 
ries and Villanies which they have practiſed 
always againſt the Perſon of Her Highneſs, and: 
in. France againſt the King, and both their Do- 

minions; the Violation of their Faith; at 


ſundry Times, in ſundry Cauſes, by means 


of their Belief, Qu cum Hereticis non eſt ſer- 
vanda fides [i. e. That Faith is not to be kept 


with Hereticks ;] the ambitious Humour of 


the King, in apparently aſpiring to the gene- 
ral Monarchy ; the publick Abjuration received 
by the STATES, againſt him and his Govern- 
ment; the infamous Change of the Enemies 
ff. _—_ 


Opinio 5 in matte of R 7 to ſerve 
their own Turns; having a rays held it 
heretofore for Crimen læſæ Majeſtatis, li. e. 


High Treaſon] for any Subject to take Arms 


againſt his Natural Sovereign, and yet giving 

now of late all manner of Relief to the Re- 
bels in France, and likewiſe in Ireland; the 
preſent Means that may be made, as ſoon as 


Peace is concluded, to draw the Low-Countries 


to a ſervile eſtate; the want of Might in their 


Fo Allies to protect them, if they would, from 
that Intention of the Enemy; and Laſtly, 


a moſt happy and ſpeedy Succeſs, which 
they expect of all their Troubles, if they 
might be very roundly and ſoundly ſupported. 


In effect, My Lord, it was ever ſuppoſed 


by the States, that there can be no Securr 
of Peace with the Spaniards, For that Her 
Majeſty and They can but deal with him in 


Confidence, upon his ſimple Promiſe, which 
may prove, in caſe of Breach, much more 
| prejudicial to Her Highneſs an to them, 
than to the King and his Countries. For if 
Her Mwefty and the STATES ſhould give the 
| King occaſion, he may ſoon work the means 
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King, She ſhould be ſo 3 ho the Wat 


thoſe Her Forces that are a- foot amoii 


Wherewith I would 1 intreat, that fince I have- 


them to me again, when your Lor ſhip hath 
no cauſe to detain them any longer. And ſo * I 

with humble offer of my uttermoſt Service, in % 3 
what occaſion ſoever you pleaſe to employ ' * I 
me, I take my humble leave. 


to recover his former Site 
wiſe Her Highneſs bould 
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er, as now She is the Stronger, by reaſon of. 4 


| A 


STATES. Which in all kind of likelihood, 
She ſhall hereafter not be able to reduce, _ 
She ſhould, to their Ne eſtate, * 


This is ſo much as your Letter, which your 
Lordſhip hath written, doth ſeem to require. 


no other Copies of thoſe Pamphlets and Let- 
ters, it might ſtand with your liking, to ſpare 


Tour Lordſhigs moſt humble 


May the 8. 1 558. at Commaundement, 
From London: j N 


Tho. Bodley, 
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